A regional analysis of outpatient antibiotic prescribing in Germany in 2010.
The aim of this study was to investigate whether the previously reported regional variation in outpatient antimicrobial use density in Germany has persisted or changed over time and has been similar for both children and adults. Antibiotic [at least 1 Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical (ATC) Code 'J01' drug] prescription prevalence data for the year 2010 were analysed for 17 regions. The overall age-standardized antibiotic prescription prevalence ranged between 25.0 and 36.6% in the different regions. Regional prescription patterns for children differed from those seen in adults. Age-specific differences in antibiotic prescription prevalence need to be considered when comparing antibiotic consumption between regions.